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In 2018, the Wisconsin State Legislature approved new legislation which requires communities 

of 10,000 population or more to provide an annual report related to housing fees in an effort to 

shed light and foster potential change on affordable housing issues across the state. 

Specifically, reference Wis. Stats. 66. 10014 (New housing fee report). 
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HOUSING FEE REPORT 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

In 2018, the Wisconsin State Legislature approved new legislation which requires villages and 

cities of 10,000 population or more to provide two separate annual reports related to housing 

affordability and housing fees in an effort to shed light and foster potential change on affordable 

housing issues across the state. The City of Appleton, along with 11 other communities in the 

region, elected to contract with the East Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission to 

prepare these reports.  As such, a Housing Report Advisory Team was created so that input 

and feedback from all communities could be considered as the reports were prepared.  

Specifically, this document meets the requirements for Wis. Stats. 66. 10014 (New housing fee 

report). 

 

HOUSING FEE REPORT 

Requirements of this report include the following elements: 

 

(1) In this section, “municipality” means a city or village with a population of 10,000 or more. 

 

(2) Not later than January 1, 2020, a municipality shall prepare a report of the municipality's 

residential development fees. The report shall contain all of the following: 

 

a. Whether the municipality imposes any of the following fees or other requirements for 

purposes related to residential construction, remodeling, or development and, if so, the 

amount of each fee: 

 

1. Building permit fee. 

2. Impact fee. 

3. Park fee. 

4. Land dedication or fee in lieu of land dedication requirement. 

5. Plat approval fee. 

6. Storm water management fee. 

7. Water or sewer hook-up fee. 

 

b. The total amount of fees under par. (a) that the municipality imposed for purposes 

related to residential construction, remodeling, or development in the prior year and an 

amount calculated by dividing the total amount of fees under this paragraph by the 

number of new residential dwelling units approved in the municipality in the prior year. 
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(3)  

 

a. A municipality shall post the report under sub. (2) on the municipality's Internet site on a 

web page dedicated solely to the report and titled “New Housing Fee Report.” If a 

municipality does not have an Internet site, the county in which the municipality is 

located shall post the information under this paragraph on its Internet site on a web page 

dedicated solely to development fee information for the municipality. 

 

b. A municipality shall provide a copy of the report under sub. (2) to each member of the 

governing body of the municipality. 

 

(4) If a fee or the amount of a fee under sub. (2) (a) is not properly posted as required under 

sub. (3) (a), the municipality may not charge the fee. 

 

Part 2A:  The City of Appleton imposes the following fees or other requirements for purposes 

related to residential construction, remodeling, or development.  Only fees the City sets/collects 

are included in this report. Fees set by others, such as sanitary and utility districts, county and 

etc., are not included in this report. A complete copy of the fee schedule is included in Appendix 

A. Table 1 lists the types and amounts of these fees. 

  

Table 1: City of Appleton Schedule of Fees, 2018 

Building 
permit fee 

Impact 
fee 

Park 
fee 

Land dedication or 
fee in lieu of land 

dedication 
requirement 

Preliminary 
plat approval 

fee 

Final plat 
approval 

fee 

Storm water 
management 

fee 

Water 
or 

sewer 
hook-
up fee 

One and Two-
Family: $10 

per 100 square 
feet.  $40 

minimum fee. 
Multi-family: 
$15 per 100 
square feet.  

$40 minimum 
fee. 

N/A N/A 

Park Fees when no 
land dedication (based 
on zoning): $300 per 
unit in R-1A/R-1B/R-
1C.  $200 per unit in 
R-2.  $150 per unit in 

R-3/PD. 

$100 + $25 per 
lot, 

Reapplication 
fee for 

preliminary plat 
$20 

$75 

Charged per 
actual cost to 

review 
stormwater 

management 
plan 

N/A 

 

Part 2B: The total amount of fees under Part A that the City of Appleton imposed for purposes 

related to residential construction, remodeling, or development in the prior year is listed in Table 

2.  This table only includes building and remodeling 2018 permit fees. It does not include fees 

collected for electrical, plumbing, HVAC, and other permits. 
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Table 2: City of Appleton Fees Collected, 2018 

Building 
permit fee 

(new 
construction

+ remodel 
permits) 

Impact 
fee 

Park 
fee 

Land 
dedication 

or fee in lieu 
of land 

dedication 
requirement 

Preliminary 
Plat 

Approval 
fee 

Final Plat 
Approval 

fee 

Storm water 
management 

fee 

Water 
or 

sewer 
hook-
up fee 

Total Fees 
collected 

$71,203.58 $0.00 $0.00 $5,810.00 $4,425.00 $450.00 $4,282.00 $0.00 $86,170.58 

 

The 2018 average total fee cost for a new residential housing unit has been calculated by 

dividing the total amount of fees collected by the number of new residential dwelling units 

approved in the City in the prior year (Table 3).  

 

Table 3: City of Appleton Approved Residential Dwelling Units by Type, 2018 

Single 
Family 

Building 
Units 

2-Family 
Building 

Units 

Multi-family 
Building 

Units 

Mobile 
Home 
Units 

Total 

55 8 110 0 173 

 

Calculation: $86,170.58 ÷ 173 = $498.10 

 

In 2018, the City of Appleton collected just over $498 in fees for each new residential dwelling 

unit approved within the municipality. 

 

Remodeling projects do not typically include the following fees: impact, park, land dedication or 

fee in lieu of land dedication requirement, preliminary plat approval, final plat approval, 

stormwater management, and water and sewer hookup. In 2018, the City collected $18,000.58 

in remodeling fees. 

 

Calculation: ($86,170.58 - $18,000.58) ÷ 173 = $394.05 

 

The 2018 average total cost of each new residential dwelling unit, minus remodeling building 

fees was just over $394. 

 

Lastly, it should be noted that with the recent trend of creating mixed use developments (i.e. first 

floor retail and upper story apartments), many such projects are dealt with under commercial 

land development procedures.  As such residential units associated with these projects are 

challenging to incorporate in this report’s platting and permitting data.  For example, it is difficult 

to separate the residential versus non-residential fees collected when the building is reviewed 

as a whole. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX A 

Municipal Fee Schedule 



FEES 

Lot Line Adjustment    $30.00 

Certified Survey Map    $100.00 

Preliminary Plat     $100.00 + $25.00 per lot 

 Reapplication / Preliminary Plat  $20.00 

Final Plat      $75.00 

 Park Fees – when no land dedication  $300.00 per unit / R-1A 

      $300.00 per unit / R-1B 

      $200.00 per unit / R-2 

      $150.00 per unit / R-3 

      $150.00 per unit / PD 

 

Rezoning      $450.00 

 

Planned Development / TND   $450.00 

 

Planned Development / TND Amendments           $150.00 

 

Special Use Permit     $450.00 

 

Site Plan 

 

 Parking lots under 10,000 sq. ft.  $100.00 

 + 10,000 sq. ft. buildings or + 20  $200.00 

unit residential buildings 

 All others     $150.00 

 

Temporary Use Permit    $75.00 

 

Zoning Verification Letter    $25 
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NO Fees are charged for the following: 

Comprehensive Land use plan or map amendment $0 

Special use permit amendment $0 

Historic building, structure site designations $0 

Historic district designations $0 

Certificate of Appropriateness (historic designated buildings, structures, sites) $0 

Site Plan Amendments $0 

Home Occupations permits $0 

Street Vacations (citizen initiated) $0 

Public dedications (parks, right-of-way) $0 

Annexations (city fee) $0 
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                                                                                                    DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

               Inspection Division 

                         100 North Appleton Street 

                        Appleton, WI  54911 

            TEL  (920) 832-6411 

            FAX  (920) 832-6464 

CITY OF APPLETON 

BUILDING PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE 
(Updated January 1, 2017) 

 
One and Two-family dwellings......... $ 10.00 per 100 square feet1   (Min. fee is $40.00) 

One and Two-family acc. buildings... $ 10.00 per 100 square feet  (Min. fee is $40.00) 

Multi-family dwellings..................… $ 15.00 per 100 square feet¹   (Min. fee is $40.00) 

Offices and mercantile buildings.…. $ 10.00 per 1000 cubic feet of volume2  (Min. fee is $40.00) 

Factories and warehouses...........…... $ 10.00 per 1000 cubic feet of volume3  (Min. fee is $40.00) 

Alterations.....................................…       $ 10.00 per $1,000 of estimated cost4 (Min. fee is $40.00) 

     ($5.00 per $1,000 of estimated cost after $1,000,000)  

 

Residential Erosion Control Permit…………………              $40.00 

Demolition         

Garages..............................…………………              $40.00  

Residential structures........………………....      $40.00   

Commercial/Industrial structures………..…             $100.00   

Moving Buildings  

Garages and accessory structures...………...              $50.00 

Factory-built housing.......................….........                   $50.00 

Other buildings and structures...........….......            $100.00   

Swimming Pools.............................................……..                $40.00 

Fences.............................................................……...              $40.00 

Paving.............................................................……..  $40.00 

State Sticker Fee 

 One and Two-Family Residential               $40.00 

Plan Exam Fee 

One and Two-Family Residential..........…...$4.00 per 100 sq. feet¹ (Min. fee is $100.00) 

Commercial Buildings……………………...Table 302.31-2 on State form SBD-118(R09/12) (Min. fee is $250)  

1.  Based on floor area or fraction thereof including basements, attached garages, carports and any roofed-over deck or porch, not including entrance 

stoops less than 25 square feet in area.  Dimensions shall be measured from exterior surface of outside walls or outside supporting columns. 

2.  Based on dimensions measured from the exterior surface of the outside walls, and from the surface of the lowest or basement floor to the surface 

of the roof of a flat-roofed building or the ceiling line of a pitched-roofed building, except where the structure has a vaulted or cathedral ceiling, the 

volume shall be calculated to include that space below the roof surface. 

3.  Based on dimensions measured from the exterior surface of the outside walls and from the surface of the lowest or basement floor to the surface of 

a flat roof or to the eave line of a pitched roof. 

4.  Based on alterations to all existing buildings and structures, including installation of major equipment; residing of residential structures also 

included. 

 

Note:  The fee for failure to obtain a permit prior to commencing work is triple the normal permit fee as prescribed above; penalties may 

be imposed for violation of this Article per Section 4-161 of the Municipal Code. 
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                                                                                          DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

                       Inspection Division 

                         100 North Appleton Street 

            Appleton, WI  54911 

                  TEL  (920) 832-6411 

            FAX  (920) 832-6464 

CITY OF APPLETON 

ELECTRICAL PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE 
(effective 1/1/2017) 

 
One and Two-Family Dwellings……….. $3.00 per 100 square feet2 ($40.00 min. fee) 

 

Multi-family Dwellings…………………$3.50 per 100 square feet2 ($40.00 min. fee) 

 

Commercial & Industrial Buildings3  

 For work costing up to $500, the fee shall be $40.00. 

 For work costing $501 to $1,000, the fee shall be $60.00. 

For work costing from $1,001 to $10,000, the fee shall be $60.00 plus $2.30 per  

$100 or fraction thereof over $1,000. 

For work costing from $10,001 to $50,000, the fee shall be $270.00 plus $1.30 per  

$100 or fraction thereof over $10,000. 

For work costing from $50,001 to $100,000, the fee shall be $790.00 plus 80¢ per  

$100 or fraction thereof over $50,000. 

For work costing over $100,000, the fee shall be $1,190 plus 40¢ per $100 or  

fraction thereof over $100,000. 

 

Change of Service 

One- and Two-Family…………………….. Up to 200-amp, the fee shall be $40.00. 

       Over 200-amp, the fee shall be $50.00. 

Multi-family, Commercial, Industrial……. Based on Commercial Fee Structure.3 

 

 

1. Permit must be obtained prior to commencing work. 

2. Floor areas from building permits shall be used to calculate this fee. 

3. This category includes new construction, additions or alterations to existing buildings.  The rate is 

based on the cost of materials and labor. 

 

Note:  The fee for failure to obtain a permit prior to commencing work is triple the normal permit fee 

as prescribed above; penalties may be imposed for violation of this Article per Section 4-418 of 

the Municipal Code. 
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                                                                                           DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

                       Inspection Division 

                         100 North Appleton Street 

            Appleton, WI  54911 

                  TEL  (920) 832-6411 

            FAX  (920) 832-6464 

 

CITY OF APPLETON 

EROSION CONTROL PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE 
(effective 1/1/2017) 

 

Residential Erosion Control Fee……………………………………………………………. $   40.00 

           

Less than 1 acre …………………………………………………………………… $ 100.00 

 

1-10 acres …………………………………………………………………………. $  150.00  

 

More than 10 acres ………………………………………………………………... $  200.00 

             

Utilities ……………………………………………………………………………. $    10.00         
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

Inspection Division 

100 North Appleton Street 

Appleton, WI  54911 

(920) 832-6411 

FAX  (920) 832-6464 

CITY OF APPLETON 

HEATING, VENTILATING AND A/C PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE 
(effective 1/1/2017) 

 
New one & two family homes (furnace & air conditioners) Existing one & two family additions: 

 0     to     2,500 square feet……………………………………………….. $90.00 

     2,501     to     4,000  square feet………………………………………………  $100.00 

     Plus $15.00 for each 1,000 square foot increment beyond 4,000 square feet or  

     fraction thereof. 

     Square footage includes house & basement – not garage. 

     Fee remains the same whether the a/c is installed or not. If a/c is installed after 

     original permit is issued it will be an additional $30 fee (see below). 

 

Residential Alterations (Replacement & Conversions)……………………………. $1.50 per $100  

of estimated cost or fraction thereof. 

Minimum Fee……………………………………………………………………… $40.00 

Heated Garages…………………………………………………………………… $40.00 

Residential Air Conditioning……………………………………………………… $40.00 

Stoves/Fireplaces………………………………………………………………….. $40.00 

Commercial/Industrial (Based on cost of installation)1 

$0 to $1,500……………………………………………………………….. $65.00 

$1,500 to $2,000…………………………………………………………… $70.00 

$2,001 to $2,500…………………………………………………………… $80.00 

$2,501 to $3,000…………………………………………………………… $85.00 

$3,001 to $3,500…………………………………………………………… $90.00 

$3,501 to $4,000…………………………………………………………… $95.00 

$4,001 to $4,500…………………………………………………………… $100.00 

$4,501 to $5,000…………………………………………………………… $105.00 

Over $5,000………………………………………………………………... $105.00  plus  

                                         $3.00 per $1,000 in excess of $5,000 (maximum fee is $1,000) 

Note: The fee for failure to obtain a permit prior to commencing work is triple the normal 

permit fee as prescribed above, per Section 4-161(b) of the Municipal Code. 
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                                                                                       DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

                       Inspection Division 

                         100 North Appleton Street 

            Appleton, WI  54911 

                  TEL  (920) 832-6411 

            FAX  (920) 832-6464 

CITY OF APPLETON 

MISCELLANEOUS PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE 
(effective 5/8/2019) 

 

Sign Permit ……………………………………….. $40.00 per sign 

 

New HVAC License ……………………………… $50.00 (Renewal $50.00 every 5 years) 

 

Board of Appeals …………………………………. $125.00 

 

Board of Building Inspection ……………………... $45.00 
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                                                                                         DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

                       Inspection Division 

                         100 North Appleton Street 

            Appleton, WI  54911 

                  TEL  (920) 832-6411 

            FAX  (920) 832-6464 

CITY OF APPLETON 

PLUMBING/SEWER PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE 
      (effective 1/1/2017) 

New Construction – One and Two Family Dwellings:        

 Plumbing Permit             $150.00  

 Sewer Permit - Water Service        $ 40.00 

 Sewer Permit - Sanitary/Stormwater from Main to Property Line                 $ 40.00 

 Sewer Permit - Sanitary/Stormwater from Property Line to Building                       $ 40.00 

 

New Construction – Multi Family, Commercial or Industrial: 

 Plumbing Permit        Fee per Fixture or Appliance Connection                               $  7.00 ea. 

 Sewer Permit -Water Service                     $ 40.00 

 Sewer Permit - Sanitary/Stormwater from Main to Property Line                 $ 60.00 

 Sewer Permit - Sanitary/Stormwater from Property Line to  

                                    Building/Terminus                     $ 60.00 

 

Remodeling – One, Two and Multi Family, Commercial or Industrial 

 Plumbing Permit  Fee per Fixture or Appliance Connection                       $ 7.00 ea. 

 

Repair Work on Existing Installations: 

 In Public Right-of-Way                      $ 50.00 

 On Private Property                      $ 40.00 

 

Septic Tank and Private Disposal System                     $ 40.00 

 

Water Well                        $ 40.00 

 

Minimum Fee           $ 40.00 

 

Fee per Fixture or Appliance Connection                     $  7.00 ea. 

(includes catch basins, manholes, roof drains, and curb inlets) 

(Connection to water supply or sewer, including trapped and untrapped openings, in both sanitary and storm sewers.) 

 

Plumbing Plan Review …………See State of Wisconsin Dept. Safety and Professional Services website  

                                                       DSPS 32.64  Plan Examination Fees for Plumbing Systems 

                                                       Fee changes effective January, 2017 

 

Note:  The fee for failure to obtain a permit before commencing work is triple the normal permit fee 

as prescribed above, per Section 4-161(b) of the Municipal Code.      

                                                              1 of 1 
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STORMWATER	PERMIT	FEE	
A non-refundable one hundred dollar ($100.00) check payable to the “City of Appleton” is due with the permit 
application.  The fee is applied to actual review costs incurred by the city.  Actual costs are approximately billed 
quarterly after projects are approved or when projects have not been resubmitted for ninety (90) days, per 
Ordinance Section 20-321(b) (4). 

 
MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF APPLETON, WISCONSIN 

Chapter 20 Utilities 
ARTICLE V. STORMWATER MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

DIVISION 3. PERMITTING AND FEES  
Sec. 20-321. Permitting requirements, procedures, and fees. 

 
(a) Permit	required.				No responsible party may undertake a land disturbing construction activity except One- 

and Two-family residential lots, without receiving a post-construction runoff permit from the City of Appleton prior 
to commencing the proposed activity. 

(b) Permit	application	and	 fee.	Unless specifically excluded by this ordinance, any responsible party desiring a 
permit (permit holder) shall submit to the City of Appleton a permit application made on a form provided by the City 
of Appleton for that purpose. 

(1) Unless otherwise excepted by this ordinance, a permit application must be accompanied by a stormwater 
management plan, grading plan, utility plan, landscape plan, non-refundable permit review fee and an 
operation and maintenance plan and agreement as set forth in Table 3. The initial submittal and the final 
approved plan shall be stamped by an engineer licensed in the State of Wisconsin in a hard copy format. 

 
Table 3 

 
 

Land	Development	
Activity 

 
Permit 

 
Stormwater	Mgmnt 

Plan 

Grading 
&	Drainage	Plan 

 
Main‐	tenance	

Agrm 
Agricultural Use -- -- -- -- 

Non-Residential X X X X
1 & 2 Family Residential on 1 
acre or greater lots 

X X X -- 

Multi-Family Residential X X X X 

Subdivision Development X X X X 

 
(2) The stormwater management plan shall be prepared to meet the requirements of Sec. 20- 313 of this 

ordinance and the maintenance agreement shall be prepared to meet the requirements of Sec. 20-314 
of this ordinance. 

(3) Plan revisions occurring after initial plan approval shall be submitted for review with an application, 
applicable changes to drawings, calculations, and the Operation and Maintenance Agreement.  Fees shall 
be per 
(4) below. 

(4) Fees for the above-noted permits will include a non-refundable one hundred dollar ($100) 
application fee and will be the actual costs incurred by the City. The application fee shall be credited 
toward the actual costs incurred by the City. Fees shall be payable within thirty (30) days of receipt of an 
invoice from the City. An invoice will be sent any time an applicant fails to resubmit a plan revision for 
ninety (90) days or more. 

(Ord 66-10, §1, 4-13-10; Ord 157-11, §1, 1-1-12; Ord 42-16, §1, 5-1-16) 
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