
Door County Stormwater Policy 

Goal:  Reduce adverse stormwater runoff 
impacts to:  

Groundwater, 
 Surface waters, & 

Offsite landowners, (Flooding). 

http://map.co.door.wi.us/swcd/ 



Door County’s Fragile Setting 
& the Impact on Water Quality 



Door County’s Drinking Water 

• Primary water supply: 
Groundwater 

 

• From rain & snow 

 

• Pollutant concerns 

 

• Seasonal & runoff related 





Karst Features 





Door County Soils 

• 22% less than 18 
inches to bedrock 

 

• Additional 17% 
between 18 and 36 
inches to bedrock 

 

• Filter between 
surface activities 
and our drinking 
water 
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Groundwater Contamination Susceptibility in Door County

Groundwater 
Contamination 
Susceptibility 



Geographic 
Prioritization 

Ranking based on 4 criteria: 
•Depth to bedrock 
•Depth to groundwater 
•Soil Attenuation (Ability to 
filter) 
•Water Quality Management 
Areas 



DNR Chapter NR151 

• Subchapter II – Agricultural 
Performance Standards and 
Prohibitions 
 
 

NR 151.01 Purpose.  
 
The purpose of this subchapter is to 

prescribe performance standards and 
prohibitions in accordance with the 
implementation and enforcement 
procedures contained in ss. NR 151.09 
and 151.095 for agricultural facilities, 
operations and practices. 

 
 

• Door County Code Chapter 23 
Agricultural Performance 
Standards and Animal Waste 
Storage Ordinance 8/24/2004   
 

• Subchapter III – Non–
Agricultural Performance 
Standards 
 
 

NR 151.10 Purpose.  
 
This subchapter establishes performance 

standards, as authorized by s. 281.16 
(2) (a), Stats., for non–agricultural 
facilities and practices that cause or 
may cause nonpoint runoff pollution. 
These performance standards are 
intended to limit nonpoint runoff 
pollution in order to achieve water 
quality standards.  
 

•  Procedure Policy/Ordinance? 
 

 



Current County Stormwater 
Management 

• Door County SWCD Procedure Policy 

      -  Adopted by the LCC - 11/9/06. 

 

      -  Addresses minimum criteria for runoff control plans for: the Door County 
Land Division Ordinance & Door County Zoning Ordinance: (Rock hole 
alternative plans, Conditional use Permits, Major Land Divisions, Site Plan 
Reviews, & Land disturbance plans). 

 

      -  Meets NR 151 Non-agricultural Performance Standards. 

 

      -  Includes criteria to deal with bedrock and karst areas found in Door County. 

 

      -  http://map.co.door.wi.us/swcd/ 

 













Why is the County Policy not 
enough? 

• All sites < 1 acre are not addressed. 

• Small projects in critical areas are not addressed. 

• Current policy does not address runoff in non shore land 
zoned areas, unless a major land division is proposed. 

• NR 151 does not adequately address stormwater runoff 
to groundwater. 

• NR 151 does not address where runoff is discharged. 

• DNR staff shortage – onsite installation inspections are 
minimal. 

• Current review costs are not user based. 

 



Small Projects Critical Areas 



Groundwater Protection in Areas 
Less Than 2’ to Bedrock 



The Policy Promotes Simple 
Solutions 
• Slow it Down   

• Store it   

• Infiltrate it   

• Disconnect it  

  

• Keep it clean   

 

• Be accountable 

 

 

1. Utilize buffers 

2. Rain barrels/ponds 

3. Rain Gardens 

4. Route roof gutters to 
your lawn  

5. Clean up petroleum 
spills, pet wastes, etc. 

6. Consider impacts to 
neighbors 
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Thank You!  
http://map.co.door.wi.us/swcd/ 
Greg Coulthurst 
Door County SWCD 
746-2214 


