
THE STATE OF BROADBAND  

IN WISCONSIN 
NOVEMBER, 2018 



BROADBAND STRATEGY 



 Established: 

 Wisconsin Broadband Stakeholder Working Group - Chaired by PSC Angie Dickison & DOA David Cagigal 

 Advanced Cluster Planning Benefits 

 Highlight and map economic development needs by collaborating with WEDC and PSC on business surveys  

 Share one stop business applications (20,000/Yr.) 

 Share existing fiber infrastructure locations for state facilities, schools and libraries 

 Prioritize and leverage commercial, residential, state facilities, schools and libraries needs 

 Reduce speculative CAPEX spend through better planning & smart digging 

 

PROVIDE BROADBAND DEMAND TRANSPARENCY 

 

BROADBAND STRATEGY 



 

 

 

 

Expanded Broadband = Innovation 



 Economic Development 

 Broadband enables small business owners and entrepreneurs to stay connected even while on the move  

 Rural businesses particularly benefit – can reach customers who could never visit the stores in person 

 Reliable broadband supports innovative online tools – e.g., Wisconsin One Stop Business Portal 

 

 Education 

 State-of-the-art online courses for all Wisconsin’s districts 

 Interactive online courses tailored to students’ needs – those who are ahead don’t have to slow down, 
and those who are behind can catch up 

 Connectivity transformative for rural districts – e.g., WiFi on the bus 

 

EXPANDED BROADBAND = INNOVATION 



 Health Care 

 Patients and medical professionals no longer limited by geographic barriers 

 Incentivize adoption of electronic health records and e-care technologies – can save more than $700 
billion nationwide over the next 15 to 25 years 

 

 Agriculture 

 Data can be gathered and transmitted via cellular and broadband networks to the cloud, then back to 
desktop computers or hand-held mobile devices in the field 

 Better management decisions in real time 

EXPANDED BROADBAND = INNOVATION 



EXPANDED BROADBAND = INNOVATION 

 Public Safety 

 FirstNet – Federal Program with AT&T to build out cell coverage for the states, including 
Wisconsin. Coverage for Wisconsin will be completed by 2020. Where lack of coverage remains, 
deployables will be dispatched in states of emergency. Commercial infrastructure will be available 
to Wisconsinites when there is no state of emergency. 

 NG 9-1-1 – will transform analog to digital service requiring additional infrastructure for 109 
Public Safety Answering Points (PSAPs) 



 

 

 

 

Smart Strategies 
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SMART STRATEGIES 

 Smart Cities Connect – April 1-4, 2019 Denver, CO. 

 https://spring.smartcitiesconnect.org/ 

 Community Engagement 

 Policy, Funding, Commerce, Inclusion, Governance 

 Digital Transformation 

 Data, AI, Sensors, IoT, Cyber Security, Privacy, Blockchain 

 Smart Mobility 

 Transportation, Autonomous, Public Transit, Ride Share  

 Urban Infrastructure 

 Networks, 5G, Utilities, Energy, Grid, Lighting, Water/Waste 

 Urban Operations 

 Public Safety, Planning, Emergency Response, Sustainability 



SMART STRATEGIES 

 Performance/Convenience 

 

 Cost 

 

 Resilience 

 

 Security 



QUESTIONS  

David Cagigal 
State of Wisconsin 

Chief Information Officer 
 

david.cagigal@wisconsin.gov 



Expanding Broadband 

Access in Wisconsin 



Broadband 
Expansion Grants 

In five years,  
138 grants  

~$20 million to 
spur internet  

build-out. 

Broadband 
Forward! 

Get your community 
recognized for being 

ready to expand 
broadband access! 

Telecommuter 
Forward! 

Support and 
promote the 
availability of 

telecommuting 
options!  

Programs and Resources 



Wisconsin Broadband Expansion Grant Program 



Who may Apply for a Broadband Grant? 

To be eligible, an applicant must fall within one of the following three 

applicant categories: 

 

• An organization operated for profit or not-for-profit, 

including a cooperative. 

• A telecommunications utility. 

• A city, village, town, or county that has entered into a 

partnership with an eligible organization or 

telecommunications utility. 



 

The statute that authorizes the Broadband Grant Program requires 

that the Commission give priority to applications that include any of 

seven factors listed in the statute: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

To date, the Broadband Grant program has been quite competitive.  The Commission has 

received many more applications than it can fund.  The discussion of priority factors has 

been the key element of the application that the Commission has used to decide which 

apps to fund.  

What Specific Items of Information Must be  

Discussed in the Grant Application? 

 

 

 
 

• Matching funds 

• Existing broadband services 

• Scalability 

• Will not delay broadband service in  

 adjacent areas 

 

 

 

 
 

• Public/private partnerships 

• Project impact 

• Economic impact 













Broadband Coverage in the ECWRPC Area 

2017 Coverage 



Broadband 

Coverage on 

the I-41 

Corridor 

2017 Coverage 

Gigabit  

Business Parks 



Mapping Resources 

All WBO Maps: https://psc.wi.gov/Pages/Programs/BroadbandMaps.aspx 

Wisconsin Broadband Map 

• httsp://maps.psc.wi.gov/WisconsinBroadbandMap/ 

View and Print Internet Coverage PDF Maps (County, Assembly, Senate, U.S. Congress) 

• https://psc.wi.gov/Pages/BroadbandMaps.aspx 

Wisconsin Broadband Expansion Grant Recipients 

• https://maps.psc.wi.gov/ExpansionGrantAwardees/ 

 

FCC CAFII Map 

• https://data.usac.org/publicreports/caf-map/ 

• https://www.usac.org/about/tools/contact/default.aspx 

• https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/connect-america-fund-phase-ii-faqs 
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Contact Information 

Questions related to the administration of the broadband grant program may be addressed to 
the following staff: 

Director, State Broadband Office 
Angie Dickison 

Angie.Dickison@wisconsin.gov 
(608) 267-9138 

 
Broadband Expansion Grant Program Manager 

Dennis Klaila 
Dennis.Klaila@wisconsin.gov 

(608) 267-9780 
 

Broadband Mapping 
Jaron McCallum 

Jaron.McCallum@Wisconsin.gov 
(608) 267-2160 
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